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Media Update

30 July 2024

UNODC, ILO & IOM

JOINT PRESS RELEASE

“Leave No Child Behind in the Fight Against Human
Trafficking”

Joint Commemoration of World Day Against Trafficking
in Persons 2024”

Islamabad - Tuesday, 30 July 2024: Stakeholders from various international
organizations and the Government of Pakistan reaffirmed their commitment to
strengthening collaboration and accelerating efforts to combat human
trafficking. During an event organized to commemorate World Day Against
Trafficking in Persons, the emphasis was placed on protecting children and
upholding the rights and dignity of those most at risk of exploitation.

The event, under the global theme “Leave no child behind in the fight against
human trafficking,” was a collaborative effort organized by the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the International Centre for Migration
Policy Development (ICMPD), the International Labour Organzation (ILO), the
International Organization for Migration (IOM), and the Sustainable Social
Development Organization (SSDO), in partnership with the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA).

Observed annually on July 30", the World Day Against Trafficking in Persons
aims to raise awareness about human trafficking and advocate for protection
of victims' rights. This year's global campaign urges accelerated action to end
child trafficking and labour issues.
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Children make up a significant proportion of trafficking victims worldwide, with
girls disproportionately affected. Rising inequalities and globalization have
fueled complex trafficking networks that challenge traditional legal frameworks,
creating new forms of slavery. Online platforms further expose children to
sexual exploitation and gender-based violence, enabling traffickers to exploit
victims across borders.

The event aimed to raise awareness about the prevalence and impact of child
trafficking and labour in Pakistan while highlighting the collaborative efforts and
commitments of various organizations in combating human trafficking. It also
recognized national partners and stakeholders making significant contributions
to the fight against human trafficking in Pakistan. During the event, UN
agencies and partner organizations reiterated their commitment to addressing
human trafficking through inclusive and collaborative efforts at all levels.
Moreover, the event provided a platform for sharing knowledge, strategies, and
best practices through presentations, expert opinions, and discussions.

In his opening remarks, the Additional Director General of FIA, Mr. Abbas
Ahsan, our society as a whole and practitioners including law enforcement in
particular must acknowledge what constitutes trafficking; it's prevalence in
Pakistan and the impact it has on the lives of people especially children.

Country Representatives from UNODC, ICMPD, ILO, IOM, SSDO, and FIA
underscored the importance attached to the protection of children and stressed
that targeted measures are essential to reduce their vulnerability to trafficking.

Dr Jeremy Milsom, Representative UNODC Country Office Pakistan, invited
Ms. Shahida Gillani, Programme Officer Human Trafficking and Migrant
Smuggling to read the message of UNODC Executive Director Ghada Waly
with the audience. Ms Gilani highlighted in her message, this year’s theme
focuses on child victims which have tripled over the past 15 years. She also
shared, “according to UNODC'’s data, globally, children account for one-third
of trafficking victims, suffering unspeakable abuse — whether they are forced
into labour, sold off as brides, recruited as soldiers, or coerced into criminal
activities.

Geir Tonstol, Country Director for the ILO Pakistan, said, "The ILO recognizes
the urgent need to combat human trafficking, a grave issue disproportionately
effecting the most vulnerable, especially children. With a staggering 3.3 million
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children trafficked worldwide, it is crucial for state systems to adopt integrated
approaches that prioritize child protection. By leveraging forums like this, we
can expand partnerships and collaborate with like-minded organizations to
support Pakistan’s progress towards a fairer and more equitable society."

Vincent Matteau, Senior Programme Coordinator at IOM, emphasized the
urgent need to combat child trafficking by establishing stronger partnerships
and improving migration management. “IOM is committed to expanding safe
and legal migration channels, while addressing trafficking and smuggling
through a comprehensive approach. This multifaceted strategy focuses on
improving migration management, raising awareness, strengthening legal
frameworks and victim support mechanisms, and facilitating safe mobility,
return, and reintegration.”

Syed Kausar Abbas, Executive Director of SSDO, highlighted the importance
of a systematic approach to victim identification and referral, especially for
vulnerable groups, and ensuring they receive tailored support. He called for
increased prosecutions under the Prevention of Trafficking in Persons Act
(PTPA), better labour inspections for child and bonded labour, and enhanced
stakeholder capacity. Additionally, he stressed the need for greater public
awareness and data-driven strategies to effectively address and prevent
trafficking. SSDO is committed to implementing these measures and ensuring
that all efforts to combat trafficking are comprehensively supported, he added.

Fawad Haider, Head of Office at ICMPD, emphasized, “The theme 'Leave no
child behind in the fight against human trafficking' underscores the critical need
for collaborative efforts to safeguard children's rights and dignity. At ICMPD,
we stress the importance of cooperative frameworks that facilitate cross-border
and multi-agency collaboration to combat the trafficking of human beings (THB)
and ensure victim protection. Our goal is to ensure that no child falls through
the cracks and that every child is protected from exploitation and harm.”

Senator Ms.Ayesha Raza Farooq, Chairperson National Commission on
Rights of Child (NCRC) said, “Today on the World Day Against Trafficking in
Persons, we gather to confront one of the gravest violation of human rights:
child trafficking. This day serves as a reminder of the pervasive threat that
traffickers pose to the safety and dignity of children and it also presents an
opportunity for us to reaffirm our commitment for combating trafficking.
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Closing the high-level segment Director General FIA Mr Ahmad Ishaque
Jahangir (PSP) emphasized, “Human trafficking, particularly child trafficking, is
a serious human rights violation that demands our unwavering attention and
action. In Pakistan, the FIA has been leading efforts to combat this heinous
crime. Our work is significantly enhanced through collaboration with our
esteemed partners. This joint event is a testament to our unified response and
shared commitment to eradicating trafficking in persons.”

UNODC, ICMPD, ILO, IOM, SSDO, and FIA reaffirm their collective
commitment to eradicating human trafficking in Pakistan and a future where
every child is safe and free from exploitation.

For further information or media enquiries, please contact:

UNODC: Rizwana Rahool, Advocacy and Communications Officer at
+923018564255 or rizwana.rahool@un.org

IOM : Maha Akbar, Communications Officer at +923051117348 or
maakbar@iom.int

ILO : Muhammad Numan, Communications Officer at +923035000041 or
numan@ilo.org

ICMPD: Saad ur Rehman Khan, Project Manager, Migrant Resource Centres
at +92 327 7759 777 or SaadRehman.Khan@icmpd.org

SSDO: Naveed Ashraf, Communication Manager, SSDO, +92 333 5346006;
Naveed@ssdo.org.pk
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UNICEF

PRESS RELEASE

Over 6 million children at risk as deadly floods lash
across South Asia

Statement by Sanjay Wijesekera, UNICEF Regional Director for South Asia,
urges countries to safequard children as torrential rain predicted in coming
weeks

NEW DELHI/ KATHMANDU, 30 July 2024 — “UNICEF is alarmed about
reports of children and young people affected by torrential rain, flash floods and
landslides that have lashed Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and
Pakistan.

“Our sympathies go out to children and families who have lost loved ones due
to extreme weather events in South Asia.

“We are also deeply concerned about the wellbeing and safety of over 6 million
children and their families in these countries who have either lost their homes
or been displaced and are struggling to survive.

‘Floods pose a risk to children’s health beyond death and injury. They
compromise safe water supplies. This increases the risk of disease and
diarrhoea outbreaks and, left untreated, can lead to dehydration and
malnutrition among children.
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“Children affected by frequent flooding over time are more likely to be
underweight and stunted. Floods damage sanitation facilities, destroy schools
and roads, and disrupt children’s education. When homes are flooded,
displacement can put children at risk of abuse, exploitation, and child
trafficking.

“‘Floods and subsequent landslides across Nepal have, reportedly, killed at
least 109 people, including 35 children, with many more injured. At least 1,580
families have been impacted. UNICEF is on the ground working with the
Government and partners to support affected children and families. So far,
UNICEF has reached 4,540 people, including 1,810 children, with bed nets,
tarpaulins for temporary shelter, buckets, mugs, water purification tablets and
psychosocial support.

‘In Bangladesh, the lives of 6.1 million children in the northern and
northeastern regions of the country have been devastated by the torrential
rains and subsequent floods since May. UNICEF is working closely with the
Government and our partners to provide support and relief to children and
families in need.

“Record high rainfall since June has caused flash floods in Assam, India. The
floods had upended the lives of half a million children and their families. Over
8,000 children were in relief camps for weeks. The monsoon season, with
recurring rounds of floods, can last for a few months. UNICEF is on the ground
supporting the Government of Assam, who is leading the response.

“In Afghanistan, the most recent flash flood in the eastern region claimed 58
lives and affected more than 1,900 families. Already tens of thousands of
children are affected by multiple flash floods that swept the northern provinces
of Baghlan and Badakshan and the western province of Ghor in June.

“And heavy rains and floods in Pakistan have claimed at least 124 lives
including 74 children since April. Monsoon rains are now sweeping the country
putting more children’s lives and health at risk. UNICEF is working closely with
the Government and our partners to step up preparedness measures.

“These erratic weather events, exacerbated by climate change, are changing
the lives of children in South Asia. Afghanistan, Bangladesh , India and
Pakistan are among four South Asian countries where children are at extremely
high risk of the impacts of the climate crisis, according to the UNICEF
Children’s Climate Risk Index.
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"We are only halfway through the monsoon season, yet the rainfall, damage
and destruction have been devastating. UNICEF is concerned about
predictions of heavier rain in coming weeks which could further jeopardise
children. UNICEF is on the ground to support children and families, but more
must be done. We call on governments to prepare well and respond quickly to
safeguard the lives of children.

“We are also concerned that strained financial resources will hamper
responses in the future. UNICEF is calling for US$9.3 million from the
international community to support emergency preparedness and strengthen
climate-resilience programmes for children across the region.”

H

Download multimedia content here including photos and videos.

About UNICEF

UNICEF works in some of the world’s toughest places, to reach the world’s
most disadvantaged children. Across 190 countries and territories, we work for
every child, everywhere, to build a better world for everyone.
UNICEF’s Regional Office for South Asia (ROSA) works with UNICEF Country
Offices in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka to help to save children’s lives, defend their rights, and
help them fulfil their potential.

For more information about UNICEF’s work for children in South Asia,
visit www.unicef.org/rosa and follow UNICEF ROSA
on Twitter and Facebook.

For more information, please contact:
Sabrina Sidhu, UNICEF South Asia, +91 9384030106, ssidhu@unicef.org
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UNDP

PRESS RELEASE

Stakeholders advocate for urgent equitable elections
participation for PWDs.

29 July 2024, Islamabad: United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in
Pakistan hosted a national consultation on “Making Elections Accessible and
Meaningful for People with Disabilities in Pakistan” in Islamabad. The multi-
stakeholder event made a compelling call upon the provincial and the federal
government to ensure full implementation of Pakistan’s national and
international legal obligations for ensuring removal of all forms of barriers faced
by voters with disabilities in casting their votes. The event also urged the
government stakeholders to steadfastly mainstream the Accessibility code of
Pakistan 2006 in construction of all public usage infrastructure.

The consultation included PWD representatives, parliamentarians,
government officials as well as representatives from national human rights
institutions and civil society organizations. The National Consultation was
preceded by four provincial Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) where provincial
counterparts discussed accessibility to public buildings particularly schools and
other buildings which were converted to polling stations on election day.

During the consultation, key challenges and recommendations were presented
by the four provincial chapters of the National Commission of Human Rights
(NCHR), Balochistan Commission on the Status of Women (BCSW), and
UNDP Pakistan’s Strengthening Electoral and Legislative Processes (SELP)
project team. These consultations led to the development of consolidated
action points by representatives from the Provincial Election Commissions,
Human Rights Institutions, Line Departments, NADRA, Provincial Bureaus of
Statistics, and notably, representatives from PWDs. These action points will be
presented at the “National Implementation framework on Enhancing the
Accessibility for Persons with Disability (PWDs) in Pakistan” event scheduled
to be held in Islamabad on 29 July.

The event highlighted the need for accessible public buildings and the
implementation of disability legislation across Pakistan. Participants noted that
despite existing legislation, the lack of implementation continues to marginalize
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PWDs. Discussions revealed that while Punjab, Sindh and Balochistan have
disability laws, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa lacks such legislation. However, PWD
representatives stressed that lack of implementation, even in regions with laws,
leaves public spaces largely inaccessible. Greater political will is required to
advance disability inclusion effectively. Federal government entities, including
Senate and National Assembly members, acknowledged these gaps and
stressed the necessity for robust actions, particularly in making public spaces,
especially school buildings, accessible to improve the political and electoral
participation of PWDs.

More specifically, the consultation discussed that effectively implementing
relevant legislation and constitutional provisions requires shared responsibility
and strong leadership. Key actions to champion equitable inclusion of PWDs
in elections requires a thorough review of pre-election processes like
registration of voters with disabilities, disaggregated data collection on the
status of their inclusion, disability-friendly postal balloting, and ensuring
accessible government and private infrastructure according to the Accessibility
Code of Pakistan 2006, which is also incorporated into provincial and federal
legislations on the rights of PWDs.

Most importantly, the consultation concluded with the agreement that the
recommendations will need a collaborative, sustained and concerted effort
through inter-ministerial, inter-services, and civil society coordination to ensure
that no citizen is left behind in exercising her or his fundamental right to vote.

HiH HHH
Contact Details:
For additional information, please contact Fizza Bangash at
fizza.bangash@undp.org or +92 (51) 835 5631
About UNDP:
UNDRP is the leading United Nations organization fighting to end the injustice
of poverty, inequality, and climate change. Working with our broad network of
experts and partners in 170 countries, we help nations build integrated, lasting
solutions for people and the planet.
Learn more at undp.org or follow at @UNDP.

pi‘r'}’ & \, UNITED NATIONS . o .
-\ V E-mail: unic-islamabad@un.org, Web: www.pakistan.un.org

el \{\ Y Information Centre

24
dquPAK\STAN


mailto:unic-islamabad@un.org

	Over 6 million children at risk as deadly floods lash across South Asia
	Stakeholders advocate for urgent equitable elections participation for PWDs.


