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The ocean sustains and enhances all life on Earth.
But our ocean is in trouble. And we only have ourselves to blame.

Climate change is triggering rising seas and threatening the very existence of
small island developing states and coastal populations.

Record sea temperatures are sparking extreme weather events that affect us
all.

Ocean acidification is destroying coral reefs, breaking a vital link in food chains
and threatening tourism and local economies.

And unsustainable coastal development, overfishing, deep-sea mining,
unchecked pollution and plastic waste are wreaking havoc on marine
ecosystems across the globe.

Yet there are glimmers of hope.

Last year, the UN General Assembly adopted the historic Agreement under the

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and
Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National
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Jurisdiction — the most significant new treaty on ocean governance in
decades.

The process underway to develop a legally binding treaty to end plastic
pollution provides another opportunity to advance our shared goal of protecting
our ocean.

The recent opinion by the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea is
another breakthrough, calling on nations to take measures to reduce, control
and prevent marine pollution caused by greenhouse gas emissions.

This year's Summit of the Future and next year's UN Oceans Conference in
France are further opportunities to commit to action that can restore and protect
our precious marine and coastal ecosystems.

Now is the time for governments, businesses, investors, scientists and
communities to come together in defense of our ocean.

On World Oceans Day, let's heed this year’s theme, and awaken new depths
of action for our ocean.
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WFP

PRESS RELEASE

Japan’s contribution enhances food security, nutrition and
builds resilience in Pakistan through WFP support

Islamabad- The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP)
acknowledges the Government of Japan’s generous contributions under three
projects that provided emergency assistance for the stabilization of food-
insecure people in the flood-affected areas of Pakistan, implemented in Sindh,
Balochistan, Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

WFP organised a Project Completion ceremony to recognize the vital
contributions of USD 7.2 million (USD 3.7 million, USD 2.5 million and USD 1
million) from the Government of Japan to address the critical needs of 246,000
people affected by the unprecedented 2022 floods in Pakistan. The USD 2.5
million enabled WFP to provide emergency food assistance to flood-affected
communities, ensuring their immediate food security and nutrition needs in
2022, while the USD 3.7 million and USD 1 million contributions helped WFP
to deliver nutritionally balanced food every month to those actively involved in
community rehabilitation, livelihood and resilience building initiatives and
identified through district-level consultations in 2023. The USD 3.7 million grant
also supported conditional cash assistance during the early recovery phase.
Furthermore, tailored capacity-building activities were implemented to enhance
local skills in disaster risk reduction, climate-smart agriculture, food production
and storage, and other marketable skills.

The ceremony took place at the WFP Country office in Islamabad in the
presence of Ms. Coco Ushiyama, WFP Country Director in Pakistan, H.E.
Wada Mitsuhiro, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, along with senior Japan
Embassy and National Disaster Management Authority officials.

Speaking at the occasion, H.E. Mr Wada, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan,
appreciated WFP’s Pakistan work and reaffirmed Japan’s commitment by
noting “Food security and nutrition are among the priorities for Japanese
Official Development Assistance, and we consider them to be the fundamental
requirements for achieving sustainable development.”
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“We greatly appreciate the unwavering support provided by the Government
of Japan, which enabled us to address food insecurity and rebuild livelihoods
in flood-affected areas at a critical time”, said Ms. Coco Ushiyama, Country
Director of WFP Pakistan.

In 2023, Pakistan continued to grapple with the compounding impact of the
devastating 2022 floods that affected more than one-third of the country. WFP
played a pivotal role in supporting nearly 4.4 million people following the flood
crisis through a variety of complementary interventions to address both critical
and immediate humanitarian needs through unconditional cash support to
approximately 1.7 million people in 2023 and longer-term needs to build
resilience, enhance livelihoods opportunities, and address malnutrition.

Overall, with generous and timely support from donors and partners including
this USD 7.2 million from Japan, WFP successfully mobilized over USD 150
million for its emergency flood response by December 2023.

The United Nations World Food Programme is the world’s largest
humanitarian organization saving lives in emergencies and using food
assistance to build a pathway to peace, stability and prosperity for people
recovering from conflict, disasters and the impact of climate change.

Follow us on X, formerly Twitter, via @WFPPakistan.

For more information please contact (email address:
firstname.lasthame@wfp.org):

Henriette Bjorge WFP/Islamabad + 92 301 2533988
Anam Abbas WFP/Islamabad, +92 311 5821307
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