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UNDP 
PRESS RELEASE 

Launch of the Report of Women’s Access to Justice in 
Balochistan (WAJIB) Project 

24 May 2024, Islamabad – Funded by the German Embassy Islamabad, 
UNDP Pakistan implemented a project to promote access to justice 
mechanisms for women, girls and transgender persons in Balochistan. The 
project focused on strengthening linkages between the provincial government 
and vulnerable communities to protect socio-cultural, economic and 
environmental rights. Notable achievements were the drafting of the “Women’s 
Access to Property Bill” for the Province and establishment of gender desks in 
Quetta and Pishin, which processed more than 4,000 legal aid cases.  

To celebrate the project’s completion, the Embassy of Germany and UNDP 
met with women leaders from Quetta and Pishin as well as with representatives 
from the Balochistan Commission on the Status of Women (BCSW), the 
National Commission for Human Rights (NCHR), the Women Development 
Department Balochistan, and the Social Welfare Department Balochistan.   

In her opening remarks, Ms. Van Nguyen, Deputy Resident Representative of 
UNDP Pakistan thanked the Government of Germany for their support and 
applauded the determination and commitment of the women of Balochistan in 
leading their communities and engaging with key stakeholders to ensure 
gender-responsive policy making. “WAJIB supported the Provincial 
Multistakeholder Human Rights Coordination Network, which brought together 
local women leaders, human rights institutions, civil society organizations, legal 
experts, government line departments, and vulnerable communities to ensure 
gender-responsive and gender-sensitive policy making. This included 
developing action plans to implement existing policies and drafting new 
policies, for example Balochistan’s first gender-sensitive ‘Media Code of 
Conduct,” she added. 
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The opening remarks were followed by a panel discussion on the 
achievements. Ms. Fouzia Shaheen, Chairperson BCSW, spoke about her 
involvement in the process, “We have been a part of the trajectory of the project 
and I can very confidently say that WAJIB has created significant space and 
capacity for gender responsive decision making, policy and legislation 
development. The ‘Women’s Access to Property Bill’ in Balochistan is a point 
of reference.”  

Farkhanda Aurangzeb, Member Balochistan NCHR, highlighted the 
partnership between the NCHR and WAJIB, saying that “The WAJIB not only 
supported the equitable inclusion of grassroots women’s voices in decision 
making, but also responded to emergency situations such as the 2022 
catastrophic flash floods in Balochistan. This gender-sensitive response placed 
emphasis on ensuring women’s access to relief services, in partnership with 
the National Commission for Human Rights.” 

German Ambassador Grannas, in his closing remarks, spoke about the 
strength of WAJIB, noting that “Marginalized women and men, along with their 
communities, persons with disabilities, those from minority groups, and 
transgender people were included in every consultative process. This 
approach ensured that all stakeholders, particularly local women and their civil-
society organisations equally contributed to stabilising at-risk communities.” 

UNDP’s DHL project works towards gender-equal governance at national and 
sub-national levels to support citizen-state dialogue and build social trust. DHL 
strengthens resilience in local communities, especially in vulnerable and at-risk 
segments of the population. This is achieved through communication, 
advocacy and capacity development for governments, national human rights 
institutions and civil-society organisations.  

About UNDP: 
UNDP is the leading United Nations organization fighting to end the injustice 
of poverty, inequality, and climate change. Working with our broad network of 
experts and partners in 170 countries, we help nations to build integrated, 
lasting solutions for people and planet. 
Learn more at undp.org or follow at @UNDP 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Ramsha Nadeem | Communications Officer | ramsha.nadeem@undp.org  
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IOM 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
IOM Holds Capacity-building Trainings for FIA 

Immigration and Investigation Officials on Document 
Security and Fraud Detection Procedures 

 

Islamabad, 17 May — The International Organization for Migration (IOM), with 
the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark conducted specialized 
training for Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) officials on Document 
Examination and Fraud Detection Procedures at the FIA Academy in 
Islamabad from 6 to 17 May 2024. 

The training was organized as part of the “Strengthening Pakistan’s Capacities 
to Countering Trafficking In Persons And Smuggling Of Migrants” project 
funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Denmark and 
implemented by IOM Pakistan, in collaboration with the IOM Headquarters. 
Under the project, IOM is supporting the Government of Pakistan, most notably 
the FIA in combating Smuggling of Migrants (SOM) and Trafficking in Persons 
(TIP). 

Darijus Pamparas, Senior Programme Manager at IOM Pakistan, emphasized 
the importance of effective border management and the growing need to stay 
updated on the latest developments in travel document examinations during 
his opening remarks.  

The training session was conducted in two separate batches of five Days, 
bringing together 32 immigration officials from across Pakistan to for an in-
depth study of travel document inspection and fraud detection. The training 
covered areas such as the production, security features and international 
standards of travel documents, electronic passports and biometrics. 
Additionally, it included methods and equipment used for the detection of 
fraudulent documents, among other topics. 

Speaking at the closing ceremony, Ehsan Mansoor, Director FIA Training, 
thanked IOM for continued support and remarked that access to latest 
knowledge and tools is essential for immigration officials to combat human 
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trafficking and smuggling of migrants. He also encouraged participants to share 
the knowledge gained during the training with team members.    

As part of the training, officials were also provided with latest document 
examination kits, which are expected to significantly improve and increase the 
detection of fraudulent documents. 

_____________________________________________________ 
For further information, please contact:  

Maha Akbar, National Communications Officer, maakbar@iom.int 

Suzana Paklar, Senior Programme Coordinator (Partnerships), 
spaklar@iom.int 
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