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Restricting female humanitarians from working and 
female students from access to education in 

Afghanistan is a ‘blatant violation of fundamental 
human rights’ 

  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell 
 
NEW YORK, 26 December 2022 – “UNICEF strongly condemns the recent 
decree issued by the Taliban de facto authorities banning all 
female humanitarian workers at national and international NGOs from working 
across Afghanistan. This decision is a blatant violation of obligations under 
international humanitarian law and the most fundamental human rights of 
women in Afghanistan. It comes just days after the decision to ban all women 
from access to higher education.  
  
“Beyond the egregious roll back of basic rights, these decisions will have far-
reaching consequences for the delivery of essential services for children and 
families across the country – especially in the areas of health, nutrition, 
education and child protection – areas where female humanitarian workers 
have an immeasurably important role to play. This includes the programming 
of UNICEF, through which we provide services to 19 million people, including 
more than 10 million children, across the country. 
  
“By banning female NGO workers, the Taliban de facto authorities are 
effectively denying these services to a significant portion of the population and 
putting the lives and well-being of all Afghans, especially women and children, 
at risk. 
  

mailto:unic-islamabad@un.org


 

 
 
 

                         E-mail: unic-islamabad@un.org, Web: www.pakistan.un.org 

“UNICEF calls on the Taliban de facto authorities to immediately reverse both 
decisions, on higher education and humanitarian work, and to allow all female 
students to go back to school and female NGO workers to continue their 
important work in Afghanistan across the humanitarian sector.” 

##### 

Notes to editors:  

ABOUT UNICEF 
UNICEF works in some of the world’s toughest places, to reach the world’s 
most disadvantaged children. Across 190 countries and territories, we work 
for every child, everywhere, to build a better world for everyone. For more 
information about UNICEF and its work for children, visit www.unicef.org   

Follow UNICEF on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube 

For more information please contact: 

Kurtis Cooper, UNICEF New York, kacooper@unicef.org 

Joe English, UNICEF New York, jenglish@unicef.org 
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