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UNITED NATIONS

SECRETARY-GENERAL MESSAGE

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
MESSAGE ON THE INTERNATIONAL DAY
FOR THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY
2 December 2022

As we commemorate the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery,
we need to recognize that the legacy of the transatlantic trade of enslaved
Africans reverberates to this day, scarring our societies and impeding
equitable development.

We must also identify and eradicate contemporary forms of slavery,
such as trafficking in persons, sexual exploitation, child labour, forced
marriage and the use of children in armed conflict. The latest Global
Estimates of Modern Slavery on forced labour and forced marriage reveal
that, in 2021, some 50 million persons were thus enslaved, and this number
has been growing.

The most marginalized groups remain particularly vulnerable, including
ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, migrants, children and persons with
diverse gender identities and sexual orientations. The majority of these
vulnerable persons are women.

On this International Day, | call on Governments and societies to
recommit to eradicating slavery. Increased action needs to be taken with full
participation of all stakeholders, including the private sector, trade unions,
civil society and human rights institutions. | also urge all countries to protect
and uphold the rights of victims and survivors of slavery.
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UNICEF

PRESS RELEASE

HIV prevention and treatment progress for children,
adolescents, and pregnant women nearly flat over past
few years — UNICEF

Unprecedented stagnation comes on top of an existing and growing gap in
treatment between children and adults.

NEW YORK, 28 November 2022 — Around 110,000 children and adolescents
(0-19 years) died from AlDs-related causes during 2021, according to the latest
UNICEF global snapshot on children and HIV and AIDS. Meanwhile, another
310,000 were newly infected, bringing the total number of young people living
with HIV to 2.7 million.

Ahead of World AIDS Day, UNICEF warns that progress in HIV prevention and
treatment for children, adolescents, and pregnant women has nearly flatlined
over the past three years, with many regions still not at pre-COVID-19 service
coverage. This comes on top of an existing and growing gap in treatment
between children and adults.

“Though children have long lagged behind adults in the AIDS response, the
stagnation seen in the last three years is unprecedented, putting too many
young lives at risk of sickness and death,” said UNICEF Associate Chief of
HIV/AIDS Anurita Bains. “Children are falling through the cracks because we
are collectively failing to find and test them and get them on life-saving
treatment. Every day that goes by without progress, over 300 children and
adolescents lose their fight against AIDS.”

Despite accounting for only 7 per cent of overall people living with HIV, children
and adolescents comprised 17 per cent of all AIDS-related deaths, and 21 per
cent of new HIV infections in 2021. Unless the drivers of inequities are
addressed, UNICEF warns, ending AIDS in children and adolescents will
continue to be a distant dream.

However, the snapshot points out that longer-term trends remain positive. New
HIV infections among younger children (0-14 years) dropped by 52 per cent
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from 2010 to 2021, and new infections among adolescents (15-19 years) also
dropped by 40 per cent. Similarly, coverage of lifelong antiretroviral treatment
(ART) among pregnant women living with HIV increased from 46 per cent to
81 per cent in a single decade.

While the total number of children living with HIV is on the decline, the
treatment gap between children and adults continues to grow. In UNICEF HIV-
priority countries, ART coverage for children stood at 56 per cent in 2020 but
fell to 54 per cent in 2021. This decline is due to several factors including the
COVID-19 pandemic and other global crises, which have increased
marginalisation and poverty, but is also a reflection of waning political will and
a flagging AIDS response in children. Globally, an even lower percentage of
children living with HIV had access to treatment (52%), which has only
marginally increased over the past few years.

Meanwhile, coverage among all adults living with HIV (76%) was more than 20
percentage points higher than among children. The gap was even larger
between children and pregnant women living with HIV (81%). Alarmingly, the
percentage of children between the ages of 0-4 years living with HIV and not
on ART has been rising over the past seven years, climbing to 72 per cent in
2021, as high as it was in 2012.

Many regions — Asia and the Pacific, the Caribbean, Eastern and Southern
Africa, Latin America, the Middle East and North Africa, and West and Central
Africa — also experienced drops in treatment coverage in pregnant and
breastfeeding women during 2020, with Asia and the Pacific and the Middle
East and North Africa seeing further declines in 2021. Except for West and
Central Africa, which continues to see the highest burden of mother-to-child
transmission, none of the aforementioned regions have recovered to the
coverage levels achieved in 2019. These disruptions put the lives of newborn
babies at increased risk. In 2021, more than 75,000 new child infections
occurred because pregnant women were not diagnosed and initiated on
treatment.

“With renewed political commitment to reaching the most vulnerable, strategic
partnership and resources to scale up programmes, we can end AIDS in
children, adolescents and pregnant women,” said Bains.
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Notes to editors:

Access the report and data here.

Download multimedia content here.

About UNICEF

UNICEF works in some of the world’s toughest places, to reach the world’s
most disadvantaged children. Across more than 190 countries and territories,

we work for every child, everywhere, to build a better world for everyone.
For more information about UNICEF and its work, visit: www.unicef.org

Follow UNICEF on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube

For more information, please contact:

Sara Alhattab, UNICEF New York, Tel: +1 917 957 6536, salhattab@unicef.org

p,é"rl}l ¢ UNITED NATIONS ) o ) )
A | Information Centre E-Mmail: unic.islamabad@unic.org, Web: www.pakistan.un.org
= NS P AKISTAN

<Z

=

Ol


mailto:unic.islamabad@unic.org
https://www.childrenandaids.org/
https://weshare.unicef.org/Folder/2AMZIF72TMQI
http://www.unicef.org/
https://twitter.com/unicefmedia
https://www.facebook.com/unicef/
https://www.instagram.com/unicef/
https://www.youtube.com/unicef
mailto:salhattab@unicef.org 

