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SECRETARY-GENERAL MESSAGE 

 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

MESSAGE FOR THE 
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE 

21 September 2022 
 
Peace is a noble and necessary pursuit, and the only practical pathway to a 
better, fairer world for all people.  
 
Yet in too many places, in too many contexts, we are failing the cause of peace.  
 
The theme of this year’s International Day of Peace — “End Racism, Build Peace” 
— reminds us of the many ways racism poisons people’s hearts and minds and 
erodes the peace we all seek.  
 
Racism robs people of their rights and dignity. It inflames inequalities and 
mistrust. And it pushes people apart, at a time when we should be coming 
together, as one human family, to repair our fractured world.  
 
Instead of fighting each other, we should be working to defeat our true enemies: 
racism, poverty, inequality, conflict, the climate crisis and the COVID-19 
pandemic.   
 
We should tear down structures that sustain racism, and lift up human rights 
movements everywhere.  
 
And we should drown out the vicious voices of hate speech with a united and 
sustained cry for truth, understanding and mutual respect.  
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On this important day, a time to observe 24 hours of non-violence and cease-
fire, we renew our call for all people to do more than lay down their weapons.  
 
We call on them to re-affirm the bonds of solidarity we share as human beings 
and get down to the business of building a better, more peaceful world.  
 

*** 
 

UNWOMEN  
PRESS RELEASE 

 
UN Women, the Ministry of Law & Justice and the Bureau 
of International Narcotics & Law Enforcement Affairs 
Launch a New Programme: “TAHAFFUZ” 
 
Islamabad, 14 September 2022: UN Women in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Law & Justice and completely funded by the Bureau of International 
Narcotics & Law Enforcement (INL) of the US Department of State, jointly 
launched the initiation of a programme “Preventing and Protecting Women 
from Violence through Enhanced Access to Justice and Services, TAHAFFUZ”. 
The programme, which focuses on preventing violence against women and 
enhancing their access to justice will be implemented in 5 districts of Punjab 
and Sindh, as well as the Islamabad Capital Territory from 2022 till 2024. 

UN Women Deputy Country Representative Jacqui Ketunuti welcomed the 
distinguished participants and introduced the TAHAFFUZ programme to the 
audience. She said, “Building on the successes of the previous phase of this 
project, UN Women will address the issue of violence against women (VAW) 
through a holistic approach, targeting all the key stakeholders from government 
institutions, justice and security sector officials, as well as civil society. Using 
gender and social inclusion strategies, the programme will ensure VAW is 
addressed from all angles and institutions that facilitate women in accessing 
justice are strengthened to deliver accessible, quality and gender-responsive 
services.”  
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The programme aims to tackle the issue of violence against women (VAW) in 
a holistic way through evidence-based legislation & policy interventions, 
strengthening capacity of duty bearers, enhancing coordination and increasing 
awareness.  

While addressing the National Launch Event of the Programme, INL Director 
Lori Antolinez said, “the U.S. government is awarding $1.5 million to UN 
Women to help Pakistani women better access justice and legal services via 
TAHAFFUZ. This continues years of INL’s support and partnership with the 
Pakistani government, Pakistani citizens, and UN Women.  In 2016, INL was 
the sole funder for Phase One of the UN Women program, providing $3.5 
million.  Gender inclusivity and women’s empowerment in law enforcement and 
criminal justice is a top priority for INL in Pakistan.  INL supports programs to 
improve women’s access to justice through improved law enforcement 
response to gender-based violence.  More and better trained women law 
enforcement professionals mean superior delivery of justice to Pakistani 
women.”  

During the life of the programme, TAHAFFUZ will strengthen capacity of law 
enforcement officials through improving knowledge and attitudes on gender, 
enhancing handling of cases of VAW along with improved coordination 
between security and justice sector stakeholders, forensic officers, and medical 
examiners.  

In his keynote address, Federal Minister for Law and Justice Mr. Azam Nazeer 
Tarar highlighted the steps taken by the Government of Pakistan towards 
preventing and protecting women against violence. He thanked INL and UN 
Women for extending their support, said, “Many progressive laws have been 
enacted in Pakistan and a strong legislative framework exists – we need to 
make sure it is implemented in letter and spirit so that the citizens of our 
country, especially the women, are able to benefit from it. This programme will 
help create a safe and enabling environment for women and girls so that they 
may play an active role in national progress and sustainable development.” 

Chairperson National Commission on the Status of Women, Ms. Nilofar 
Bakhtiar, MNA and Parliamentary Secretary, MOLJ Ms Mehnaz Akbar Aziz 
also spoke at the National Launch Event. 
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This year marks the 40-year anniversary of partnership between INL and 
Pakistan under the banner of “Justice, Security, and Prosperity,” with more 
than $1 billion invested over four decades by the United States government to 
improve public safety and enhance law enforcement, prosecutorial, and judicial 
capacity across Pakistan.    
  
INL works in more than 60 countries to help combat crime and corruption; 
improve police institutions; and promote court systems that are fair and 
accountable.  Find out more about INL at: http://www.state.gov/j/inl/.  
 

For further information about the TAHAFFUZ programme, contact:   

Erum Fareed, Communications Officer- UN Women at 
erum.fareed@unwomen.org, or 92 346 8502146 
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