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Each year, the International Day for People of African Descent celebrates the 
diverse heritage and culture of people of African descent and their enormous 
contribution to our societies throughout history. 

Yet, around the world, millions of people of African descent are still subject to 
racism and deeply entrenched and systemic racial discrimination.  That is why 
the United Nations continues to call for the full respect of their human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, for redress when these are violated, and for formal 
apologies and reparations for the egregious wrongs of slavery and colonialism. 

In December, the Permanent Forum of People of African Descent, whose 
establishment is an important achievement of the International Decade for 
People of African Descent, will hold its first session.  I urge all stakeholders, 
including people, communities and organizations of African descent, to 
participate and drive the work of the Forum forward. 

The United Nations General Assembly has requested the Intergovernmental 
Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and 
Programme of Action to draft a United Nations declaration on the promotion 
and full respect of the human rights of people of African descent.  The Forum 
will contribute to this critically important work. 
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It is essential that we continue to speak up – loudly and without fail – against 
any notion of racial superiority and that we work tirelessly to free all societies 
from the blight of racism.  

UNIC 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
UN allocates $3 million from the Emergency Fund for the 
flood response in Pakistan 
 
(Islamabad, 25 August 2022): The UN Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) has allocated US$ 3 million to UN agencies and partners in Pakistan 
to respond to the floods. This will be used for health, nutrition, food security, 
and water and sanitation services in flood-affected areas, focusing on the most 
vulnerable. 
 
The floods have caused widespread destruction across the country. Millions of 
children, women, and men have been affected since mid-June, and over a 
thousand lives have been lost. People have lost their homes, livestock, 
harvest-ready crops, and their only sources of livelihood. Infrastructure across 
the country has suffered massive damage, and roads, bridges, and buildings 
have been washed away.  
 
The government is conducting search and rescue operations, providing relief 
supplies and preparing a cash assistance program. The UN, and non-
government organizations, have been working alongside the government to 
provide support.  
 
This $3 million CERF allocation will bring the UN’s humanitarian assistance for 
the flood response up to US$ 7 million. The ongoing assistance by UN 
agencies includes medical supplies and services by WHO, safe water and 
nutrition by UNICEF, support for maternal health by UNFPA, food assistance 
by WFP, vaccination of livestock by FAO and shelter for refugees by UNHCR. 
 
For more information, contact:  
Mahvash Ali, Public Information Officer, United Nations Information Centre 
Islamabad,  Mahvash.Ali@un.org, 0319-0712828 
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