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Media Update

13 December 2021

UNICEF

PRESS RELEASE

UNICEF welcomes announcement of next Executive
Director

NEW YORK, 13 December 2021 — UNICEF welcomes United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres’ announcement today that Catherine M.
Russell will succeed Henrietta H. Fore as UNICEF Executive Director.

Ms. Russell brings to the role decades of experience in developing innovative
policy that empowers underserved communities around the world; delivering
high-impact programmes that protect women and girls, including in
humanitarian crises; building, elevating, and managing diverse workforces;
and mobilizing resources and political support for a broad range of initiatives.

She currently serves as Assistant to the President and Director of the White
House Office of Presidential Personnel. From 2013 to 2017, she served as
Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women'’s Issues at the U.S. Department of
State. In that post, she integrated women’s issues across all elements of U.S.
foreign policy, represented the United States in more than 45 countries, and
worked with foreign governments, multilateral organizations, and civil society.
She was the principal architect of the ground-breaking “U.S. Global Strategy
to Empower Adolescent Girls”.

Previously, Ms. Russell served as Deputy Assistant to the President at the
White House under President Barack Obama, Senior Advisor on International
Women’s Issues on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Associate
Deputy Attorney General at the Department of Justice, and Staff Director of
the Senate Judiciary Committee. Before re-entering government service in
2020, she taught at the Harvard Kennedy School as an Institute of Politics
Fellow. She also served as the board co-chair of the Women'’s Foreign Policy
Group, as a board member of Women for Women International, as a member
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of the Sesame Street Advisory Board, as a member of the non-profit
organization, KIVA Advisory Council, and as a member of the Thomson
Reuters Foundation’s Trust Women initiative.

Ms. Russell holds a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy, magna cum laude, from
Boston College and a Juris Doctor degree from the George Washington
University Law School.

“Catherine Russell will bring a wealth of expertise to UNICEF’s work, and |
am delighted to hand over to someone with her knowledge, experience, and
deep care for children and women,” said UNICEF Executive Director
Henrietta Fore. “I have no doubt that UNICEF and the world’s children will be
in capable hands under her leadership.”

‘I warmly welcome Catherine Russell and | look forward to working with her.
She has the full support of the UNICEF Executive Board to carry out this
critical leadership role,” said Rytis Paulauskas, Ambassador of Lithuania to
United Nations and President of the UNICEF Executive Board.

Ms. Russell will assume her new functions early in the new year. She is
UNICEF’s eighth Executive Director, and the fourth woman to lead the
20,000-person-strong agency in its 75-year history.

T

About UNICEF

UNICEF works in some of the world’s toughest places, to reach the world’s
most disadvantaged children. Across more than 190 countries and territories,
we work for every child, everywhere, to build a better world for everyone.
Follow UNICEF on Twitter and Facebook

For more information please contact:

Najwa Mekki, UNICEF New York, Tel: +1 917 209 1804, nmekki@unicef.org
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UNICEF-JICA

JOINT PRESS RELEASE

Japan announces new US$ 4.35 million grant to support
Polio Programme in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, 13 December 2021 — The Government of Japan announced a
USS$ 4.35 million grant to procure essential oral polio vaccines as part of its
continued support to Pakistan for its polio eradication efforts.

This latest grant will be utilized for the procurement of 24 million oral doses of
vaccines. It will allow the programme to reach around 21 million children
under five years old with focus on the high-risk districts with persistent
poliovirus transmission. The vaccines will be used during vaccination drives
planned in 2022.

According the National Action Plan (NEAP) 2021-2023, the Polio Porgramme’s
strategic goal is to permanently interrupt all poliovirus transmission in Pakistan
by the end of 2023.

The notes of the grant were signed and exchanged between the Government
of Japan and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the grant
agreement was signed and exchanged between Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) and UNICEF.

"The Polio eradication efforts made substantive progress this year by limiting
the virus circulation resulted significant decrease of Polio cases despite
challenges posed by COVID-19. The programme is confident to permanently
interrupt all types of polioviruses by the end of 2023," said Dr. Shahzad Baig,
National Coordinator of the Pakistan Polio Eradication Programme.
Appreciating the support of the Government of Japan, Dr Shahzad said, "We
are grateful to the people and the Government of Japan for their unwavering
support for the children of Pakistan, the new funding will enable us to reach
every child with the essential polio vaccine."

H.E. WADA Mitsuhiro, Ambassador of Japan, appreciated the significant
progress made this year in controlling the spread of poliovirus, saying that
“‘we are now only one step away from the goal, polio-free Pakistan.” He
reiterated his support to the initiative for eradicating all types of poliovirus by
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the end of 2023 and noted that “Japan has provided assistance in maternal
and child health, polio eradication, and routine immunization in Pakistan for
decades and will continue its support that will directly benefit vulnerable
people.”

"We are glad to witness collaborative effort between Polio program and
Expanded Program on Immunization, represented by recently conducted
Measles Rubella and Polio campaign. We are also honored that numerous
Polio program experiences are utilized to fight against COVID-19, such as
1166 helpline, PCR test capacity at Polio Laboratory and vaccinators’
trainings by JICA Project. We have a strong desire to witness the all types of
polio virus interruption by the end of 2023 as suggested by Government of
Pakistan. We appreciate the unwavering leadership of Government of
Pakistan, with the highest respect to the frontline health workers.," said
Shigeki Furuta, Chief Representative, JICA.

"Pakistan has achieved tremendous success against interrupting Polio virus
this year. From 84 reported polio cases in year 2020, the incidence has come
down to one case in the last eleven months," said Aida Girma, UNICEF
Representative in Pakistan, highlighting the consistent efforts of the
Government of Pakistan and partners. "The last mile towards eradication,
however, will be tough and requires continues support from the partners like
Government of Japan to achieve a polio-free status," said Aida while
acknowledging the support of the people and Government of Japan.

The new funding is part of the continuous support of the Japan Government
in the Polio Eradication programme since 1996. To date, the grant and loan
contribution from the Government of Japan has amounted to approx. US$
230.497 million dollars to support the Polio programme in Pakistan through
UNICEF.

Note to Editors:

Polio is a highly infectious disease caused by a virus mainly affects children
under the age of five. It invades the nervous system and can cause paralysis
or even death. While there is no cure for polio, vaccination is the only effective
way to protect our children from the crippling disease. Every time children
under the age of five get the polio vaccine, they are more protected. Such
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repeated immunizations have protected millions of children from polio and
made most of the countries around the world polio free.

For further information, please contact:

e Sajid Hussain Shah, Public Relations Officer MONHRS&C,
03006305306,
Email: sajidshahpro@gmail.com

e Mr. Zulfigar Babakhel, Media Manager, NEOC, 03459165937,
Email: zababakhel@gmail.com

e Ms. Zarghuna Ali, Economic Advisor, Embassy of Japan, 051-9072500,
Email: zarghuna.khan@ib.mofa.go.jp

e Zubair Muhammad (Public Relations), JICA Pakistan Office, +92 51
924-4500, Email: ZubairMuhammad.PT@jica.go.jp
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