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-- 

MESSAGE ON THE INTERNATIONAL DAY  
OF CLEAN AIR FOR BLUE SKIES 

7 September 2021 
 

Today, as many as nine out of ten people breathe polluted air, leading 
to some 7 million premature deaths each year, of whom 600,000 are children.  
 

Unless we act decisively, this number could double by 2050. 
 

Like many societal ills, air pollution reflects global inequalities, with 
most deaths related to air pollution occurring in low- and middle-income 
countries, and in poorer neighbourhoods in wealthier nations  
 

Poverty forces people to live close to sources of pollution, like factories 
and highways.  
 

And poverty makes 3 billion people continue to burn solid fuels or 
kerosene for cooking, heating and lighting.  
 

The pollution that is damaging our health is also driving the climate 
crisis.  
 

But air pollution can be solved.  
 

On the International Day of Clean Air for blue skies, I call on all 
countries to do more to improve air quality. 
 

Better monitoring can identify sources of air pollution.  
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Evidence-based national legislation can help meet World Health 

Organization Air Quality Guidelines. 
 

And stronger emissions standards on vehicles, power plants, 
construction and industries can cut pollution.  
 

I welcome the recent global phase-out of leaded petrol. 
 

We must also accelerate access to clean cooking and clean heating.   
 

We must invest in renewable energy instead of fossil fuels.  
 

Coal use must be phased out.  
 

And we must transition to zero emission vehicles. 
 

If we take these steps, we can save as many as 150 million lives this 
century and help clean our atmosphere.  
 

So, today and every day, let us work together to clean the air that we 
breathe so we may protect both people and the planet. 
 

 
*** 

 
UNDP 

PRESS RELEASE 

Digital Libas wins UNDP-Jazz SDG Bootcamp in 
Balochistan 

Quetta, 6th Sep 2021: Digital Libas, a remote work providing social enterprise 
from Quetta, is the winner of the SDG Bootcamp for Social Enterprises 
organized by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and Jazz 
in Balochistan. The social enterprise will now participate in the national level 
SDG Bootcamp competition to be held later this year. 
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The runners up included Sustainable Design Studio, which provides green and 
sustainable design and architectural services to residential and commercial 
projects; and Rangoon Café, which seeks to establish a safe and productive 
space for people of different sects, cultures, and economic classes to interact 
and reduce discrimination in the region. Participants of the bootcamp learnt a 
variety of modules on how to market, scale up, and pitch their startups to 
potential investors.   

Held online, the five-day bootcamp aimed at promoting social entrepreneurship 
and strengthening the startup ecosystem in the country. Ten social enterprises 
from Balochistan took part in the bootcamp, with nearly half of the participants 
being women. While majority of the participants were from Quetta, two 
enterprises took part from Mastung and Kalat as well. These social enterprises 
were trained in four modules: SDGs; Branding and Customer Engagement; 
Marketing and Digital Transformation; and Financial Management, Feasibility 
and Scaling.    

Speaking during the session, Amir Goraya, Assistant Resident Representative, 
UNDP Pakistan said, ‘Pakistan is one of the youngest countries in the world. 
With youth unemployment standing at 8.54%, we need to find innovative 
solutions to help youth find ways to earn a decent living. Entrepreneurship 
presents a great opportunity for young people to use their skills and talents to 
develop their own business; social entrepreneurship goes even further and 
presents youth with a chance to play a lead role in talking development 
challenges of the country through leadership, social innovation and 
entrepreneurship.’ 

Syed Fakhar Ahmed, Chief Regulatory and Corporate Affairs Officer, Jazz 
commented, “As a leader in digital technology, it is our duty to provide young 
people with a platform to succeed. I would like to congratulate the top three 
startups from Balochistan and hope they now implement the valuable lessons 
learnt and scale up their solution to make a positive impact on society.” 

In December 2020, Jazz inked an agreement with UNDP’s Youth 
Empowerment Programme to conduct 20 bootcamps across Pakistan. Around 
400 youth are expected to participate in the bootcamps this year, with  400 
more planned for 2022. The focus will be on enterprises that relate to any of 
the Sustainable Development Goals, with 50% women participation. The most 
promising social venture ideas will be promoted at the international level and 
mentored by industry experts to further flourish their enterprises.  
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UNDP through Youth Empowerment Programme supports the Government of 
Pakistan in developing innovative and sustainable entry points for social 
engagement and economic empowerment of young Pakistanis. One of the key 
components of the Programme is to support youth entrepreneurship which not 
only empowers young people economically, but also spurs change and 
ensures inclusive development of the country. Through the SDG Bootcamps, 
UNDP and Jazz will be improving the startup ecosystem of the country and 
enabling youth to practically explore their innovative ideas and develop skills 
needed to succeed in the space.  

###  ###  ### 

For additional information, please contact:  

Ayesha Babar, Communications Analyst, UNDP Pakistan at 
ayesha.babar@undp.org  or +92 (51) 835 5650 

Khayyyam Siddiqi, Stream Head External Communications, Jazz at 

Khayyam.siddiqi@jazz.com.pk or 0300-1115855 
 

UNDP is the leading United Nations organization fighting to end the injustice of poverty, inequality, and climate change. Working with our broad 

network of experts and partners in 170 countries, we help nations to build integrated, lasting solutions for people and planet. 

 

Learn more at undp.org or follow at @UNDP 

About Jazz:    

Jazz is Pakistan's number one 4G operator and a leading digital service provider with over 70 million subscribers, including 30 million 4G users. By 

providing the most extensive portfolio of digital value-added services, Jazz continues to be the country's undisputed telecom leader. www.jazz.com.pk 
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