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Every year on 21 September, the United Nations invites people around 

the world to celebrate peace by observing 24 hours of ceasefire and non-
violence.  
 

As we strive to heal from the COVID-19 pandemic and reimagine a 
better future for people and planet, this year’s theme is “Recovering better for 
an equitable and sustainable world.” 
 

Peace is the foundation of that recovery. The global vaccination effort 
cannot advance amidst armed conflict. 
 

Nor can we build a sustainable, resilient, peaceful world while we are at 
war with nature. Recovery efforts offer an opportunity to transform our 
relationship with our planet and our environment.  
 

The world cannot go back to what it was. As we count down to the 
International Day of Peace, I call on people everywhere to be part of a 
transformation for peace, by standing up against hatred and discrimination, 
by caring for the planet, and by showing the global solidarity that is so vital at 
this time. 
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