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United Nations 

PRESS RELEASE 

Italy to set the stage for UN Food Systems Summit with 
three-day event that will deliver bold new ambitions 

Wednesday 17 March, ROME - The United Nations and the Government of Italy 
announced today that the Pre-Summit gathering for the 2021 UN Food Systems 
Summit will be in Rome, Italy from July 19 to July 21, 2021. 

Under the leadership of UN Secretary-General António Guterres and Prime 
Minister of Italy Mario Draghi, the Pre-Summit event will bring together the efforts 
and contributions of a global engagement process to shape ambition to transform 
food systems. The three-day event will bring together youth, smallholder farmers, 
indigenous peoples, researchers, private sector, policy leaders and ministers of 
agriculture, environment, health, and finance among others to deliver the latest 
evidence-based and scientific approach from around the world, launch a set of 
new commitments through coalitions of action, and mobilize new financing and 
partnerships. The Food Systems Summit will take place in September alongside 
the UN General Assembly in New York. 

“The Pre-Summit in Italy will be a key moment for mobilizing the bold commitments 
we need to build sustainable food systems that work for people, planet, and 
prosperity. Through accelerated action, we can help the world recover better from 
COVID-19, combat rising hunger and address the climate crisis,” said UN 
Secretary-General António Guterres. 

As hosts of the Pre-Summit, the Italian Government will make a national food 
system commitment to set the tone and a high ambition ahead of the Summit. 

“Italy is ready to welcome this key appointment of the Food Systems Summit in 
Rome. We want to address the issue of food security within our broad agenda as 
President of the G20. Together with the UN and its agencies based in Rome, Italy 
will engage with its partners to promote better agriculture, sustainable value chains 
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and healthy lifestyles. I expect everyone to join us in a global effort to protect the 
environment with meaningful actions,” said Italy Prime Minister Mario Draghi. 

The Pre-Summit event is expected to take place in a “hybrid” virtual format over 
three days, during which many people will participate in person at the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Rome, while others from around the world 
will be engaged on a vast virtual platform. Global leaders are expected to step up 
and launch bold new actions, solutions, partnerships, and strategies to “recover 
better” from Covid-19 and deliver progress on all 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), each of which relies to some degree on nutritious, sustainable and 
equitable food systems. 

The Pre-Summit will take place in Rome while Italy is chairing the G20 process 
and co-hosting the UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) in 
November. The role of food systems in achieving global goals and climate targets 
is expected to serve as a central priority of these other events and continue to 
carry forward momentum from the Food Systems Summit. 

-Ends- 

Press Inquiries: 

Katie Taft - katie.taft@un.org 

About the 2021 UN Food Systems Summit 

The UN Food Systems Summit was announced by the UN Secretary-General, 
António Guterres on World Food Day in October, 2019 as a part of the Decade 
of Action for delivery on Agenda 2030. The aim of the Summit is to deliver 
progress on all 17 of the SDGs through a food systems approach, leveraging the 
interconnectedness of food systems to global challenges such as hunger, 
climate change, poverty and inequality. More information about the 2021 UN 
Food Systems Summit and list of Advisory Committee and Scientific Group 
members can be found online: www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit 
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UNICEF 

PRESS RELEASE 

One in five children globally does not have enough 
water to meet their everyday needs – UNICEF 

UNICEF launches new initiative, Water Security for All, to mobilize global 
support and resources to reach children in water vulnerable hotspots  

NEW YORK, 18 March 2021 – Globally, more than 1.42 billion people, 
including 450 million children, live in areas of high, or extremely high, water 
vulnerability, according to a new analysis released by UNICEF. This means 
that 1 in 5 children worldwide does not have enough water to meet their 
everyday needs.  

The analysis, part of the Water Security for All initiative, identifies areas where 
physical water scarcity risks overlap with poor water service levels. 
Communities living in these areas depend on surface water, unimproved 
sources, or water which can take more than 30 minutes to collect.   

"The world's water crisis is not simply coming, it is here, and climate change 
will only make it worse," said UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore. 
"Children are the biggest victims. When wells dry-up, children are the ones 
missing school to fetch water. When droughts diminish food supplies, children 
suffer from malnutrition and stunting. When floods hit, children fall ill from 
waterborne illnesses. And when water resources decline, children cannot wash 
their hands to fight off diseases."   

The data shows that children in more than 80 countries live in areas with high 
or extremely high water vulnerability. Eastern and Southern Africa has the 
highest proportion of children living in such areas, with more than half of 
children – 58 per cent – facing difficulty accessing sufficient water every day. It 
is followed by West and Central Africa (31 per cent), South Asia (25 per cent), 
and the Middle East (23 per cent). South Asia is home to the largest number 
of children living in areas of high or extremely high water vulnerability – more 
than 155 million children. 

Children in 37 ‘hotspot’ countries face especially dire circumstances in terms 
of absolute numbers, the proportions of children affected, and where global 
resources, support and urgent action must be mobilized. This list includes 
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Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Haiti, Kenya, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Papua New Guinea, Sudan, Tanzania and Yemen. 

Demand for water continues to increase dramatically while resources are 
dwindling. In addition to rapid population growth, urbanization, water misuse 
and mismanagement, climate change and extreme weather events reduce 
available quantities of safe water, exacerbating water stress. According to a 
UNICEF report from 2017, almost 1 in 4 children globally will live in areas of 
extremely high water stress by 2040. 

While the impact of water scarcity can be felt by all, no one suffers more than 
the most vulnerable children. Children and families living in vulnerable 
communities face the double-edged sword of coping with high water scarcity 
levels while having the lowest water services, making access to sufficient water 
especially susceptible to climate shocks and extreme events.  

In response, UNICEF is launching the Water Security for All initiative to ensure 
every child has access to sustainable and climate-resilient water services. The 
initiative aims to mobilize resources, partnerships, innovation and global 
response to identified hotspots where the need for safe, resilient and 
sustainable water, sanitation and hygiene services is the greatest and most 
urgent. 

UNICEF is working to provide:  

1. Safe and affordable drinking water services: Access to safe and 
affordable water services that are sustainable, close to home, and 
managed professionally.   

2. Climate-resilient water, sanitation and hygiene services and 
communities: Water, sanitation and hygiene services that withstand 
climate shocks, operate using low carbon energy sources, and 
strengthen communities' resilience and adaptive capacities.  

3. Early action to prevent water scarcity: Resource assessments, 
sustainable water withdrawal, efficient use, and early warning and early 
preventative measures.  

4. Water cooperation for peace and stability: Support to communities 
and key stakeholders so that equitable management of water, sanitation 
and hygiene services increase social cohesion, political stability and 
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peace; and in conflict zones to prevent attacks on water and sanitation 
infrastructure and personnel.   

"We have to act now both to address the water crisis and to prevent it from 
getting any worse,” said Fore. “We can only achieve water security for every 
child through innovation, investment and collaboration, and by ensuring 
services are sustainable and resilient to climate shocks. For our children and 
our planet, we have to act.”  

  

#####  

Notes to editors  

* Countries designated as ‘hotspots’ meet any of the following criteria: At least 
60% of children live in areas of high water vulnerability; at least 40% of children 
live in areas of extremely high water vulnerability; at least 40% of children live 
in high and extremely high water vulnerability; and at least 2 million children in 
high and extremely high water vulnerability. These range of factors ensure that 
even smaller countries with high percentages of children affected also get 
prioritised.  

Water scarcity: Water scarcity exists where the demand for water exceeds 
supply and where available water resources are approaching or have 
exceeded sustainable limits. Water scarcity can either be physical or 
economic.    

Water stress: Water stress is an outcome of water scarcity and refers to 
scarcity in terms of quality and accessibility of water. Water stress may 
manifest in conflict over water resources, over-extraction, or poor health and 
disease.   

Extreme water vulnerability: Extreme water vulnerability is the combination 
of the highest levels of physical water scarcity and lowest levels of drinking 
water service that affects a given population (surface water, unimproved or 
limited water service).  

  

Water security: The capacity of a population to safeguard sustainable access 
to adequate quantities of and acceptable quality water for sustaining 
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livelihoods, human well-being, and socio-economic development, for ensuring 
protection against water-borne pollution and water-related disasters, and for 
preserving ecosystems in a climate of peace and political stability. Water 
insecurity occurs when any or all of these needs cannot be met.   

Download multimedia content here  

Read more about Water Security for All  

About UNICEF   

UNICEF works in some of the world's toughest places, to reach the world's 
most disadvantaged children. Across more than 190 countries and territories, 
we work for every child, everywhere, to build a better world for everyone.   

Follow UNICEF on Twitter and Facebook   

For more information please contact:   

Sara Alhattab, UNICEF New York, Tel: +1 917 957-6536, 
salhattab@unicef.org 
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