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United Nations 
SECRETARY-GENERAL MESSAGE 
 
 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

-- 

VIDEO MESSAGE ON THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 

COMMEMORATION IN MEMORY OF THE VICTIMS OF THE HOLOCAUST  

 

27 January 2021 

 

Today we honour the memory of the six million Jews and millions of others 

who were systematically murdered in the Holocaust by the Nazis and their 

collaborators.  

 

This year’s anniversary takes place under the shadow of the COVID-19 

pandemic, which has revealed longstanding fractures and injustices in our 

societies and contributed to a resurgence in antisemitism and xenophobia.  

 

The Holocaust was the culmination of two millennia of discrimination, attacks, 

expulsions and periodic mass killings of Jews. It should have ended 

antisemitism for good. But it did not.  

 

Antisemitism unfortunately remains alive and well.  

 

Today, white supremacists and neo-Nazis are resurgent, organizing and 

recruiting across borders, intensifying their efforts to deny, distort and rewrite 

history including the Holocaust.   
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The COVID-19 pandemic has given them new opportunities to target 

minorities, based on religion, race, ethnicity, nationality, sexual orientation, 

disability and immigration status.  

 

We must make urgent joint efforts to stop them.  

 

As we consider the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, we must address 

the fragilities and gaps exposed by the pandemic and strengthen our mutual 

bonds, based on our common humanity.  

 

This year must be a year of healing. Healing from the pandemic, and healing 

our broken societies in which hatred has all too easily taken root. 

 

As we remember those who died in the Holocaust and honour the survivors, 

our best tribute is the creation of a world of equality, justice and dignity for all.  

 

Video link: 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/downloads2.unmultimedia.org/public/video/evergr
een/MSG+SG+/MSG+SG+Holocaust+22+Jan/2598760_MSG+SG+HOLOCA
UST+MESSAGE+22+JAN+21.mp4 

*** 
ILO 
PRESS RELEASE 
 

ILO: Uncertain and uneven recovery expected following 
unprecedented labour market crisis 

 
The latest analysis of the labour market impact of COVID-19 by the ILO, 
records massive damage to working time and income, with prospects 

for a recovery in 2021 slow, uneven and uncertain unless early 
improvements are supported by human-centred recovery policies. 

 
GENEVA (ILO News) – Tentative signs of recovery are emerging in global 
labour markets, following unprecedented disruption in 2020 due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, according to the latest report from the International 
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Labour Organization. 
 
New annual estimates in the seventh edition of the ILO Monitor: COVID-19 
and the world of work confirm the massive impact that labour markets 
suffered in 2020. The latest figures show that 8.8 per cent of global working 
hours were lost for the whole of last year (relative to the fourth quarter of 
2019), equivalent to 255 million full-time jobs1. This is approximately four 
times greater than the number lost during the 2009 global financial crisis. 
 
These lost working hours are accounted for either by reduced working hours 
for those in employment or “unprecedented” levels of employment loss, 
hitting 114 million people2. Significantly, 71 per cent of these employment 
losses (81 million people) came in the form of inactivity, rather than 
unemployment, meaning that people left the labour market because they 
were unable to work, perhaps because of pandemic restrictions, or simply 
ceased to look for work. Looking at unemployment alone drastically 
understates the impact of COVID-19 on the labour market. 
 
These massive losses resulted in an 8.3 per cent decline in global labour 
income (before support measures are included), equivalent to US$3.7 trillion 
or 4.4 per cent of global Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
 

Impact by groups and sectors 

Women have been more affected than men by the pandemic’s labour market 
disruptions. Globally, employment losses for women stand at 5 per cent, 
versus 3.9 per cent for men. In particular, women were much more likely than 
men to drop out of the labour market and become inactive. 
 
Younger workers have also been particularly hard hit, either losing jobs, 
dropping out of the labour force or delaying entry into it. The employment loss 
among youth (15-24 years old) stood at 8.7 per cent, compared to 3.7 per 
cent for adults. This “highlights the all too real risk of a lost generation”, the 
Monitor says. 
 
The report shows the uneven impact on different economic, geographic, and 
labour market sectors. It highlights concerns of a “K-shaped recovery”, 
whereby those sectors and workers hit hardest could be left behind in the 
recovery, leading to increasing inequality, unless corrective measures are 
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taken. 
 
The worst affected sector has been accommodation and food services, where 
employment declined by more than 20 per cent, on average, followed by 
retail and manufacturing. In contrast, employment in information and 
communication, and finance and insurance, increased in the second and third 
quarters of 2020. Marginal increases were also seen in mining, quarrying and 
utilities. 

Looking ahead 

While there is still a high degree of uncertainty, the latest projections for 2021 
show that most countries will experience a relatively strong recovery in the 
second half of the year, as vaccination programmes take effect. 
 
The Monitor puts forward three scenarios for recovery; baseline, pessimistic 
and optimistic. The baseline scenario (which draws on International Monetary 
Fund forecasts from October 2020), projects a 3 per cent loss of working 
hours globally in 2021 (compared to Q4 2019), equivalent to 90 million full 
time jobs. 
 
The pessimistic scenario, which assumes slow progress on vaccination in 
particular, would see working hours drop by 4.6 per cent, while the optimistic 
scenario forecasts a 1.3 per cent decline. This would depend on the 
pandemic being under control and an upsurge of consumer and business 
confidence. 
 
In all scenarios the Americas, Europe and Central Asia would experience 
around twice the working hour losses of other regions. 
 
The Monitor includes a series of policy recommendations for recovery: 
 

• Macroeconomic policies to remain accommodative in 2021 and beyond, 
including fiscal stimulus where possible, and measures to support 
incomes and promote investment. 

• Targeted measures to reach women, young people, low-skilled and low 
paid workers, and other hard-hit groups. 
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• International support for low and middle-income countries – which have 
fewer financial resources to roll out vaccines and promote economic 
and employment recovery. 

• Focusing support on the hardest-hit sectors while creating jobs in fast 
growing ones. 

• Social dialogue to implement the recovery strategies necessary to 
create more inclusive, fair, sustainable economies. 

“The signs of recovery we see are encouraging, but they are fragile and 
highly uncertain, and we must remember that no country or group can 
recover alone,” said ILO Director-General Guy Ryder. 
 
“We are at a fork in the road. One path leads to an uneven, unsustainable, 
recovery with growing inequality and instability, and the prospect of more 
crises. The other focuses on a human-centred recovery for building back 
better, prioritizing employment, income and social protection, workers’ rights 
and social dialogue. If we want a lasting, sustainable and inclusive recovery, 
this is the path policy-makers must commit to.” 
 
For interviews, please contact newsroom@ilo.org. 
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