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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
-- 

VIDEO MESSAGE ON WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY 2020  
“Journalism Without Fear or Favour” 

New York, 3 May 2020 
 
Journalists and media workers are crucial to helping us make informed 
decisions. As the world fights the COVID-19 pandemic, those decisions can 
make the difference between life and death.   
 
On World Press Freedom Day, we call on governments -- and others -- to 
guarantee that journalists can do their jobs throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic and beyond.  
 
As the pandemic spreads, it has also given rise to a second pandemic of 
misinformation, from harmful health advice to wild conspiracy theories.  
 
The press provides the antidote: verified, scientific, fact-based news and 
analysis.  
 
But since the pandemic began, many journalists are being subjected to 
increased restrictions and punishments simply for doing their jobs.  
 
Temporary constraints on freedom of movement are essential to beat 
COVID-19. But they must not be abused as an excuse to crack down on 
journalists’ ability to do their work.  
 
Today, we thank the media for providing facts and analysis; for holding 
leaders – in every sector – accountable; and for speaking truth to power.  
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We particularly recognize those who are playing a life-saving role reporting 
on public health.   
 
And we call on governments to protect media workers, and to strengthen and 
maintain press freedom, which is essential for a future of peace, justice and 
human rights for all.    
 

 
Video Link: 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/downloads2.unmultimedia.org/public/video/evergree
n/MSG+SG+World+Press+Freedom+Day/MSG+SG+WORLD+PRESS+FREED
OM+DAY+2020+30+APR+20.mp4 
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FAO 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

FAO and OCHA join hands on Humanitarian 

Affairs in Balochistan 
 

Quetta – The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarians Affairs 
(OCHA) have strengthened their collaboration by signing an exchange of 
letters as the UN continues to help Government respond to challenges posed 
by COVID-19 in Balochistan and all over Pakistan.  

In the light of the current increase in humanitarian needs, due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, FAO jointly with OCHA have deployed a Humanitarian Affairs 
Officer to strengthen humanitarian coordination activities in Balochistan. This 
will further reinforce coordination mechanisms between the Government of 
Balochistan, the UN, NGOs and development partners.  

The Humanitarian Affairs Officer is funded by Australian aid. The officer will be 
responsible to monitor the humanitarian risks, collect and communicate 
relevant data and information and liaise with humanitarian partners and 
government officials.  This collaboration will help strengthen system-wide 
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preparedness and technical capacities to respond to humanitarian complex 
emergencies. 

“The current humanitarian crisis due to COVID19 has severe health and socio-
economic consequences, is affecting food availability and access and is 
impacting livelihoods. The preparation for the recovery phase, in an 
environment that has also recently suffered from drought then cold, which is 
also facing a locust threat, requires strong coordination to ensure well 
designed, integrated and timely delivered interventions for the benefit of the 
most vulnerable population. It is a responsibility to share the limited resources 
for maximum impact. We are all together in this. FAO is thankful for the support 
of Australian aid.” said Mina Dowlatchahi, FAO Representative in Pakistan.  

“The world will get through this crisis, but only if we act together, in solidarity. 
This virus is a threat to all of humanity, regardless of nationality, ethnicity or 
faith. OCHA values the generous contribution from Australian aid and FAO, It 
will enable the UN to provide a coordinated multi-agency, multi-sectoral 
response to provincial actions in order to address the impact of the COVID-19 
crisis and enable rapid recovery,” said Tanvir Ahmed Khan, Head of Office a.i., 
OCHA. 

 

For media enquiries please contact Mehr Hassan, FAO Pakistan at 
mehr.hassan@fao.org or Seema Ghazi, FAO Pakistan at 
seema.ghazi@fao.org 
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